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SUB J : GABONESE 13TH INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION 
REF: LIBREVILLE 0694 

1. GABON’S 13TH INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION IN LIBREVILLE, 
AUGUST 15-18, MOVED SUCCESSFULLY THROUGH ITS PLANNED 
SCHEDULE WITHOUT A HITCH. ELEVEN CHIEFS OF STATE, THREE 
SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVES, INCLUDING AMBASSADOR MCKESSON, 
A FRENCH SUB-CABINET MEMBER AND FOCCART (SEE REFTEL FOR 
NAMES), HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO ATTEND A SERIES OF GALA 
EVENTS THAT INCLUDED A THREE AND ONE-HALF HOUR PARADE, 
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MATCH IN NEW 40,000-SEAT SPORTS STADIUM, AND FLY-IN 
OF CONCORDE JETLINER. 

2. THE FOUR-DAY HAPPENING, LARGEST AND MOST SUCCESSFUL 
EVER, WAS COMPLETELY FESTIVE. IN MORE SERIOUS VEIN, 

BONGO'S 35-MINUTE TELEVISED INDEPENDENCE DAY SPECH DEALT 
WHOLLY WITH INTERNAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENTS AND AN EX- 
TENSIVE REVIEW OF ECONOMIC SUCCESSES OF THE PAST YEAR. 

HE EMPHASIZED BENEFITS TO THE COMMON PERSON OF GOVERNMENT 
POLICIES. HE THEN POINTED OUT THAT IN PAST YEAR, GABON 
HAS PROMULGATED A SERIES OF STEPS TO INSURE GOVERNMENT 
CONTROL OF FOREIGN BUSINESS INTERESTS HERE. THIS HAS 
COINCIDED WITH INCREASING NUMBERS OF SCHOOL LEAVERS AND 
OF FULL EMPLOYMENT IN PUBLIC SECTOR. THUS EDUCATED 
GABONESE MUST TURN TO PRIVATE SECTOR FOR JOBS. HE 
POINTED OUT TO FOREIGN BUSINESSMEN THAT SUCH AN EVOLUTION 
IS LOGICAL AND NOT TO BE FEARED, FOR GABONESE WOULD 
ASSUME POSITIONS ONLY AS THEY PROVED THEMSELVES CAPABLE 
OF SO DOING. TO GABONESE, BONGO POINTED OUT THAT 
GABONIZATION WOULD NOT BE COMPLETE UNTIL QUALIFIED GABONESE 
ARE FULLY RESPONSIBLE FOR DAY-TO-DAY ACTIVITIES OF LOCAL 
BUSINESS. HE DEMANDED THAT COMPANIES IMPROVE THEIR 
TRAINING FACILITIES TO ASSIT IN THIS EVOLUTION. 

REHFUSS 
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